
Full Excerpt from Ross Peddicord, Executive Director of the Maryland Horse Industry Board  
 
To what degree has the popularity of thoroughbred/horse racing increased in Maryland over the past 
few years (or past decade)? 
 
1) There's no question that Maryland horse racing has had its challenges in the last 20 years. Racing 
operations in surrounding states benefited from revenues from casino gambling facilities, which had 
piggybacked off of the track's existing gaming operations to obtain their licenses, and were able to 
increase purses and breeders awards. These additional revenues substantially raised the quality of their 
product and attracted Maryland owners and breeders to their states. That was part of a double whammy 
that also included the Great Recession of 2008 and its after effects that reduced disposable income 
among owners and breeders. Now the pendulum has started to swing back. Maryland now has five 
operating casinos, with our tracks and breeders getting a share of the revenue. A sixth casino opens at 
National Harbor in 2016. That development has been coupled with a rebounding economy, the staying 
power of owners and breeders who stayed the course in Maryland during lean times as well as new input 
from investors like Kevin Plank's Sagamore Racing operation who care passionately about racing. Then 
add in recent significant investment from track owners in their racing plants. All of these developments 
are paving the way for a new Golden Age for Maryland horse racing. 
 
If you follow the history of Maryland horse racing, dating from the 1700s, this is a familiar pattern that has 
followed racing in our state for centuries. There have been many highs and lows, but always, and I mean 
always, Maryland horsemen and women have persevered because of their love for horses and horse 
racing. It is part of the ingrained culture of Maryland. It dates back to before the founding of our country 
when the colonists and the Royal Governors from England bred and raced Thoroughbreds in Maryland.  
 
How does Maryland (or the Maryland Horse Industry Board) go about trying to support and generate 
excitement around the sport of horse racing? 
 
2) A big part of the excitement and the longevity of racing in Maryland centers around the Preakness, 
middle jewel of horse racing's Triple Crown. That's when the eyes of the sporting world around the globe 
are centered on Maryland. In addition there were such races as the Washington D.C. International, the 
forerunner of the current Breeders' Cup, at Laurel Park that kept Maryland in the limelight. That race was 
eventually supplanted by the Maryland Million, brainchild of the late beloved newscaster Jim McKay. So 
the big races help keep the excitement level high. In addition, we have always had a legislature and 
Governor in my lifetime and I am sure well before that that recognizes the economic impact, as well as 
the cultural traditions, of horse racing in Maryland. Despite challenges over the years, our legislators have 
been steadfast in support of racing and breeding horses and the entire horse industry in general. 
 
A main thrust of the Maryland Horse Industry Board is to keep fostering that relationship not only with our 
government officials but also our citizenry. We are constantly developing ways to introduce new folks to 
horses and to racing. Examples of projects include instituting a system of 35 Horse Discovery Centers in 
15 counties; development of a horse school curriculum for grades 4 to 8 in partnership with the Maryland 
Agricultural Education Foundation and the Md. Dept of Education; a new Horse Land exhibit at the 
Maryland State Fair which drew over 14,000 visitors in its first year; helping develop horse history trails 
and the PBS documentary "Racing the Times" and many other programs such as developing promotional 



materials, in print and through social media; and sponsoring such events as the Kids Korral at Maryland 
Million and other equine activities. 
 
 
 
 
Does Maryland have any unique qualities when it comes to thoroughbred/horse racing that might set it 
apart from other states' racing industries? 
 
3) The most unique quality of Maryland that sets it apart from other states is that it is a horse heritage or 
horse legacy state, even more so that Kentucky. The first foxhounds and fox chasing in North America 
started in Southern Maryland in St. Mary's County in 1650. The first organized horse race took place in 
Annapolis in 1723. The Maryland Jockey Club, the oldest sporting organization in North America, was 
founded in 1745. This all happened before the United States was founded in 1776!  In the 1760s, George 
Washington raced his horses on West St. in Annapolis. At that point, such states as Kentucky were still 
wilderness and part of the Western frontier and at one point Maryland horses were so superior to those 
racing in Virginia, that Maryland horses were banned from competing in the Old Dominion. So it is a long 
and proud heritage. Ancestors of those original colonists are still racing and breeding horses in Maryland 
today and contribute to excellence in horsemanship that is very much still evident today. It is no accident 
that national leaders such as the incoming President of the American Association of Equine Practitioners, 
the new CEO of the U.S. Eventing Association and current presidents of the U.S. Hunter/Jumper 
Federation and the American Equestrian Trade Association are all Marylanders. 
 
To insure that horse sports continue on our state in the 21st century and beyond, Maryland horse owners 
have been leaders in preserving 88,000 acres of farmland for equine use and have contributed greatly to 
the 587,000 acres of Maryland farmland in preservation, second only to Pennsylvania in number of 
preserved farmland acreage. This land not only maintains Maryland green space, but serves as an 
important filtering device for runoff into the Chesapeake Bay.   
 


